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i  jj-j _ -  -.n,  .  and  three  of  immediately.  m  aumuuu,  «u 

closest  associates  resigned  their  posi-  Hammond's  closest  aspciates 
tions  with  the  North  American  Mission  Reid,  Dennis  Culbneth,  and 
Board  (NAh&)  after  trustees 
met  more  than  seven  hours  in 
executive  session  on  August 
11  at  the  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sion  agency's  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
headquarters. 

The  three  staff  members 
who  also  resigned  were 
Dennis  Cuibreth,  senior  assis¬ 
tant  to  thq  president;  Steve 
Reid,  senior  associate  to  the 
president  lor  strategy  devel¬ 
opment;  arid  Brandon  Pickett, 
communications  team  leader. 

Their  resignations  came  „  7^7  W‘  \"ese  ^  “I 
after  54  of  the  board's  57  Hammond  days  have  been  ver 
trustees  met  in  an  all-day  __  challenging  for  Di 


Board  and  his 
immediately.  In 


Pickett  —  will  r 
their  positions  as 


nation  takes  effect 
iition,  three  of  Dr. 
associates  —  Steve 
•eth,  and  Brandon 


Hammond 


challen 
Hammond  and  1 


their  positions  as  well. 

"Even  though  the 
subject  of  today's 
meeting  has  been  the 
topic  of  much  media 
speculation,  it  is 
important  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  this  is  a  per¬ 
sonnel  matter  and  we 
will  keep  the  details 
of  today  s  discussion 
confidential. 

"As  you  can  imag¬ 
ine,  these  last  few 
days  have  been  very 
challenging  for  Dr. 
id  and  fus  family,  oui 


Dr. 

our  trustees 


doMdTV'sSon/FouT  ofthe*  Ii4  trustees  HammondlSd  Sslamily,  our  trustees  Chesapeake,  Va.,  a  NAM 
.  ..  i  .  j  uu  call  and  the  employees  and  missionaries  of  member  of  the  search  < 


med  interim 

NAMB  board  in  March  2007  following  a 
nine-month  search  to  replace  the  previ¬ 
ous  president,  Robert  E.  Reccord,  who 
resigned  as  president  in  April  2006,  citing 
"honest  philosophical  and 
methodological  differences.” 

During  Reccord 's  tenure, 
there  were  questions  raised 
about  leadership  style,  employ¬ 
ee  morale,  extended  absences 
from  his  office,  and  lavish 
spending  —  including  a  trip  to 
London  for  a  movie  premiere. 

All  three  of  the  associates 
who  resigned  had  dose  work¬ 
ing  relationships  with 
Hammond  before  he  became 
NAMB  president. 

Reid  and  Pickett  were  on 
Harris  staff  with  Hammond  at  SBCV. 

Culbreth  was  a  pastor  in 
Chesapeake,  Va.,  a  NAMB  trustee,  and 
member  of  the  search  committee  that 
brought  Hammond  to  the  mission  board. 


Ufiut  ir«  iUuUAUH.cun:m  wi  uw  - - - - „ —  c  n 

^T5;  their  tocu.sio.s  or  *oir  ta 

P™Sasb  dement  delivered  to  the  media  their  prayers  and  ask  that  they  continue 
at  7^1  om eastern  time  trusted  chair-  praying.  We  have  much  work  left  to  do 
man  Tim  Patterson  said,  "First  I  Want  to  as  we  seek  God's  guidance  in  these  days, 
thank  the  trustees  of  the  North  American  I  still  believe  that  God  has  great  plans  for 
Mission  Board  who  have  come  together  the  North  American  Mission  Board  and 
today  and  worked  through  some  very  that  NAMB  will  play  a  key  part  m  the 
difficult  issues.  They  have  carried  out  Southern  Baptist  effort  to  reach  North 


The  board  meeting  comes  at  a  time 
when  NAMB  is  embarking  on  an  ambi¬ 
tious  partnership  with  state  conventions 
and  local  associations  to  see  every  SBC 

Plan  for  Snaring  (GPS). 

Meanwhile,  NAMB  staff  gathered  for 
the  board-wide  meeting  on  August  12  to 
hear  directly  from  Patterson. 

Several  trustees  attended  the  meeting 
including  Tim  Dowdy,  pastor  of  Ragle's 
Landing  First  Church  in  McDonough, 


■ 


"very  soon."  boarers  second  vice  chairman. 

The  meeting  ini-  Patterson,  pastor  of  Htllcrest  Church 
tially  was  to  involve  in  Jacksonville,  FI.,  expressed  apprecia- 
only  members  of  tion  to  the  staff  and  reaffirmed  the 
NAMB’s  executive  importance  of  their  contr  bution  to 
committee  —  a  NAMB' s  ministry. 

smaller  group  with-  "We  want  you  to  know  that  we  love 
in  the  board  of  you  guys,  every  one  of  you,  Patterson 
trustees  —  but  mem-  said,  "everyone  who  works  here,  who 
bers  of  the  whole  gives  your  heart  and  time  here  —  and 
board  learned  about  nas  the  calling  of  God  on  your  lives.  God 
the  meeting's  agen-  has  placed  you  here  as  surely  as  God  has 
da  and  succeeded  in  placed  me  as  pastor  of  a  church, 
calling  for  a  meeting  By  noon  that  day,  Patterson  had  e- 
of  the  tull  board.  mailed  the  staff  announcing  that  Richard 
The  son  and 
grandson  of  mission¬ 
aries,  Hammond, 
before  taking  over  as 
president,  served  as 
a  NAMB  church 


mp*^***  ’■/  f'  %  ’■ ' :  ''C’SKii 


The  son  and  Harris,  who  has  nearly  30  years  of  com- 
zrandson  of  mission-  bined  service  at  NAMB  and  its  predef¬ 
ines,  Hammond,  sot,  the  Home  Mission  Board  (HMB).  will 
before  taking  over  as  serve  as  the  entity's  acting  interim  presi- 
president,  served  as  dent  until  an  interim  president  is  chosen, 
a  NAMB  church  No  timetable  was  mentioned, 
planting  missionary  Harris'  previous  service  includes  10 
with  the  Southern  years  as  NAMB's  vice  president  of 
Baptist  church  planting  and  16  years  leading 
Conservatives  of  HMB's  mass  evangelism  efforts. 

Virginia  (SBCV)  con-  "The  North  American  Mission  Board  « 
vention.  He  also  one  of  most  vital  agencies  in  the  world 
served  as  senior  today,"  Patterson  said.  "We  will  continue 
associate  director  of  on.  We  have  been  tasked  by  Southern 
the  SBCV  Baptists  to  reach  North  America  for  Christ. 

He  was  elected  Thetis  our  goal  and  our  job.  And  until 
president  by  a  unan-  Jesus  comes  back,  that's  what  were 
imous  vote  of  the''-  going  to  do." 
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new  "season”  of  Sunday 
Here  are  some  tip*  far  giving 
your  Sunday  Sdiool  season  a 


BAWIST 


r.O.  BOX  S3*, 


BAmST 


i  M2.m« 


ondttct  a  Sunday  School 

SDo  you  remem* 
School  Launch 
Sunday  School 
Kickoff  is  just  a  fresh  name  for 
the  same  idea.  Need  some  tips? 
Check  out  the  free  download  of 
the  book.  The  Five  Step 
Formula  fear  Sunday  5chool 
Growth  (available  on 
LifeWay's  website  fufoiMh 


You'll  find  ideas  for  a  great 
event  at  the  end  of  foe  book. 
Fed  free  to  reproduce  foe  book 
and  consider  including  it  in  a 
worker's  notebook,  adding 
additional  material  or  creating 
yoaf  own  cover. 

•  Have  a  Sunday  School  fac- 
ulty  commissioning  service.  This 
can  be  an  entire  service  during 
which  you  read  names  and 
places  of  service  few  eadh  Sunday 
School  director  and  teacher,  or  it 


can  be  a  group  recognition  as 
part  of  your  morning  worship 
service.  As  a  minimum,  you 
could  aakfaculty  teMxmte  tofoe 

insert  in  foe  bulletin  that  lids 

class,  beginwtg^foT^foies 
and  going  through  senior 
adults.  This  insert  can  also 
draw  attention  to  vacancies 
should  you  want  to  advertise 
that  service  opportunity. 

•  Identify  and  assign  all 
associate  members  to  *»  adult 
department  or  class.  The  new 
Sunday  School  year  Is  the  bad 
time  to  make  sure  every  work¬ 
er  in  the  preschool,  children 
and  student  divisions  is 


assigned  to  an  adult  group.  If 
youve  had  good  intentions  to 
do  this  in  foe  past,  but  just 
haven't  gotten  around  to  it,  this 
is  foe  time  to  get  it  done. 

Every  adult  group  should 
receive  a  list  of  the  associate 
members  assigned  to  it  These 
membets-sn*#erviee  should  be  | 
assigned  to  the  very  best 
group  kader(s)  in  each  class. 
Mount  a  poster  in  foe  adult 
classroom  with  foe  names  of 
associate  members  and  where 
they  serve;  digital  cameras 
maker  it  easy  to  add  photos 
•  Schedule  a  party  for  every 
adult  grorp.  Every  adult  deparl- 


members  Make  a  special  effort 
to  call  every  member  and  recent 
visitor  on  foe  roil. 

•  Provide  nanurtags.  Decide 
on  a  random  fact  (hometown, 
favorite  sports  team,  year  they 
joined  foe  church,  hobby,  etc ) 
to  ask  people  to  write,  along 
with  their  names,  on  foe  tag. 
Change  foe  random  fact  at  each 
future  party.  You'll  be  surprised 
at  foe  connections  people  make 
with  one  another 

•  Distribute  Sunday  School 
literature  to  inactive  and 
prospective  members.  This  is  a 
great  excuse  to  make  an  at-foe- 
door  visit  to  inactive  members 
and  visitors  Just  let  them  know 
you're  starting  a  new  year  and 
introduce  them  to  foe  material 
you're  studying.  Invite  them  to 
be  a  part  . of  the  group;  you  may 
be  amazed  at  the  results. 

The  bottom  line:  Don'  t  let 
this  kickoff  season  pass  you  by 

afeTtert^feSday 


part>'  foe  first  month  of  your 
new  Sunday  School  year.  Be 
sure  to  invite  your  associate 


to  a  great  start. 

Resources  of  the  Southern  baptist 
Convention,  headquartered  in 
Nashville  His  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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WASHINGTON 
local  reports)  — 
Christians  have  few 

in  Somalia,  accon 


tii^ttphansiit  was  demoted  In  Nigeria 
Islamic  amid  escalating  religiously  moti- 
p  a)  Shabaab,  vated  violence,  promptly  a  call 
■  al-Qaida.  "kid-  for  government  intervention 
•ntuaQy  bahead-  Conflicts  between  Christians 
am  after  they  and  Mudims  have  gone  largely 

to  the  ICC  year  placed  the  African  nation 
igust  4,  a  junior  on  its  list  of  “countries  of  par- 
ulitant  notified  ticular  concern.* 
i  of  die  victims  In  a  report  on  August  6, 
Christians  had  ICC  said  the  attacks  that 
d  for  apostasy;  occurred  July  26  m  Maidugun 
he  Christians  as  were  instigated  by  Boko 
fitna,'  a  Muslim  Haram,  a  group  that  opposes 
ms  discord.  The  Western  education  and  fights 
called  himself  to  impose  sharia  law  through- 
f'the  Sword  of  out  Nigeria,  including  areas 
he  families  that  that  are  largely  Christian. 

I  not  be  given  to  Sabo  Yakubu,  a  husband, 
nalia  does  not  father  of  seven,  and  pastor  of 
i s  for  infidels.'  a  Church  of  Christ  congrega- 

account  tion.  was  hacked  to  death  by  a 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Accoi 


t  International  inal  law,  USCIRF  said 
workers  in  the  Punishments  include  amputa- 
ngside  several  tion,  flogging,  or  death  by 
congregations  stoning,  often  after  trials  that 
house  victims  fall  short  of  basic  international 
legal  standards.  Women  have 
0  people  were  faced  particular  discrimina- 
i  and  thou-  tion  under  tire  sharia  codes, 
red  in  the  riots  USCIRF  said,  and  Christians 


us  Christ  - 

O0E> 

Bequests  the  - 
Honor  of 

Your 

i  presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

( I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  tire  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 
a  believe  in  ferns.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"  But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  100  I  to  diem  he  gave  the  nght  to  hetvhte 
I  children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
I  believe  m  his  name. "  (fohn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Monroe  Association  breaks  ground  on  a  new  office  building.  The 
floor  plan  calls  for  3.246  square  feet  to  house  a  media  library,  offices, 
conference  rooms,  reception  area*  and  a  meeting  room  for  up  u 
people.  Rick  Spencer  is  director  of  nusrions. 


Convention  causes  amount 
totals  to  $9,743,093,  a  931% 
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IWin  ,<  ■■■■■ 
Madison,  recently  licensed 

istry.  Shown,  left,  is  pastor 


Church, 


Poplar  Flat 
Louisville,  had  a 
ing  ceremony  June  28 
paying  off  their  new  fellow¬ 
ship  nail  renovation  and 
expansion  in  less  than  six 
Otonfftt.  Shown  are  Larry 
Cockrell,  deacon  chairman, 
and  Bob  Stubbs,  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee. 
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5.  North  Morton  Church 
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non-Christians  throuj 


3.  Lindsey 
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1.  Gunter  Road  Church, 
Florence:  June  14  -  17; 
enrollment,  64;  average 
attendance,  58;  shown  are 
the  participants. 

■"  •  ..  ;  ...  .  . 

2.  Faith  Church,  West 
Point:  attendance,  161, 
with  27  decisions;  shown 
is  church  member  Jimmy 
Davidson  portraying  an 
aborigine. 

Bartahatchie  Church, 
Caledonia:  July  20  -  24; 
pastor  Philip  Lindsey 
allowed  the  children  to 
paint  him  due  to  good 
attendance. 

4.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Tippah  County:  Marsha 
McDowell,  director. 
Shown  are  the  partiri- 


<r 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


2.  Davidson 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga,  (BP)  - 
Sen's  ministry  is  tough  work, 
ist  ask  Dermis  Herrera.  After 
tree  years  o!  working  with 
ten  as  a  lay  leader  at 
food  Jake  Church  in  San 
ntonio,  Texas,  Herrera  knows 
's  often  tough  to  get  men 
igether  for  anything  —  even 
wr  a  good  breakfast  and  prayer. 

last  October  20,  men 
rowed  up  for  a  prayer  break- 
wt  at  the  small  Southern 
aptist  church.  It  was  one  of  the 
iggest  breakfast  turnouts  of 
re  year.  Although  Woodlake 
huTch  hosts  a  similar  men's 
rayer  breakfast  every'  month, 
sst  October's  was  unique 

Not  onfy  was  the  meal  med- 
led  around  a  British  breakfast 
-  complete  with  British 
angers,  a  traditional  kind  of 
ausage  —  but  they  joined 
lore  than  3,000  other  Baptist 
len  around  die  world  to  eat, 
>ray,  and  worship  together  in  a 
irst-time  event  called  The 
iigger  Breakfast.  The  Baptist 
den's  Movement  in  the  United 
dngdom  sponsored  the  event. 

*T  think  the  men  seemed 
o  be  motivated  to  be  a  part 
if  the  event  and  add  to  the 
otals  of  the  British  men 
ittending,"  Herrera  said. 

The  Baptist  Men's 
Movement  had  aimed  to  break 
he  Guinness  Wbrld  Record  for 
he  largest  breakfast,  a  record 
rcnicaBy  held  by  a  Texas 
£roup.  They  fell  short  but  this 


year  die  Brits  will  have  more 
help.  Southern  Baptist  men  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada, 
along  with  Nigerian  Baptist 
men,  will  be  joining  them  on 
October  10  tor  What  could 
become  die  new  world  record. 

Southern  Baptists  helping 
organize  the  convention’s 
involvement  have  a  bigger 
vision  for  the  event's  outcome 
than  simply  breaking  a  record. 
"The  sleeping  giants  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches  are 
our  laymen,*  said  Jim  Burton, 
team  leader  for  mission  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
North  American  Mission 
Board  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

"The  Bigger  Breakfast  is 
Southern  Baptists'  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  gather  our  men  and  dis¬ 
cover  —  or  for  many  churches 
to  rediscover  —  the  synergy 
that  can  come  from  their 
focus  on  missions." 

Burton  says  Southern 
Baptists  will  focus  on  mission 
action,  both  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  and  beyond,  during  the 
breakfast.  Held  a  day  before  the 
convention's  World  Hunger 


passion  among  the  country's 
Baptist  men.  Phil  Creighton, 
vice-president  of  the  Baptist 
Men's  Movement  in  die  U.K., 
pointed  to  statistics  that  came 
out  a  few  years  ago  from 
Tearfund  suggesting  there 
would  be  virtually  no  men  in 
UJC  churches  by  2028. 

"That's  a  scary  prospect," 
said  Creighton,  who  first  came 
up  with  The  Bigger  Breakfast 
idea  last  year.  "Obviously,  we 
need  to  do  something  about 
that.  We  need  to  show  men  that 
being  a  follower  erf  Jesus  Christ 
doesn't  mean  you're  weak,  but 
you  can  be  an  ordinary  bloke 
and  still  follow  Christ." 

Creighton  had  seen  the 
value  of  men's  breakfasts  in  his 
own  life.  When  he  was  a  young 
Christian,  those  he  met  at 
men's  breakfasts  in  his  church 
became  key  mentors  for  him. 
In  recent  years,  Creighton 
notes,  the  number  of  churches 
hosting  men's  breakfasts  has 
dropped  considerably. 

With  a  year  of  experience  in 
getting  churches  involved  in 
The  Bigger  Breakfast  around 
die  U.JCT Creighton  has  advice 


the  event.  They  are  also 
being  encouraged  to  invite 
their  non -Christian  friends  to 
the  breakfast  and  present  the 
Gospel  to  them. 

British  Baptiste  started  The 
Bigger  Breakfast  last  year  in  an 
attempt  to  re-ignite  spiritual 


event  He  encourages  them  to 
be  creative  when  inviting  non- 
Christians  and  to  focus  on 
"what  you  do  well." 

"Every  church  should  focus 
on  what  their  church  does  best" 
Creighton  said.  "The  key  to  get¬ 


ting  non-Christians  to  an  event 
like  this  is  that  they  feel  wel¬ 
comed  and  wanted.  If  y»j're 
trying  to  do  something  with 
fireworks  or  an  American  foot¬ 
ball  tournament  and  you  have 
mostly  older  men,  it  might  not 
work  so  well.  Whatever  you  do, 
do  it  well,  do  it  for  God  and  do 
it  to  the  best  erf  your  abilities.' 

A  handful  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches  participated  in  ® 
The  Bigger  Breakfast  last  year, 
but  thisis  die  first  time  there's 
been  a  coordinated  effort  to 
involve  Southern  Baptists  in 
the  event  cm  a  large  scale. 

Southern  Baptists  looking 
for  help  to  plan  the  event  can 
find  meeting  plans  and  a 
speaker  outline  online  at 
www.bmen.net/breakfast. 
Churches  also  are  encouraged 
to  register  on  the  website  and 
report  their  highlights  and 
attendance  after  the  event. 
These  totals  will  be  added  with 
the  British  and  Nigerian 
Baptists’  numbers  to  determine 
iffiie  existing  world  record  has 
been  surpassed. 


Burton  hopes  Southern 
Baptist  churches  can  use  The 
Bigger  Breakfast  to  ignite 
their  men's  ministries. 

"We  encourage  churches 
not  lo  treat  lire  Bigger 
Breakfast  as  just  an  went," 
Burton  said.  "For  many 
churches.  The  Bigger 
Breakfast  can  launch  signifi¬ 
cant  men's  work  in  their 
church  as  men  consider  their 
role  in  missions.  With  the 
Baptist  Men's  '40-day  Prayer 
Plan  for  Spiritual  Awakening' 
we're  encouraging  churches 
to  use  following  the  breakfast, 
our  prayer  is  that  churches 
will  discern  God's  heart  on 
what  He  wants  to  do  with 
men's  work  in  their  church." 

The  40-day  Prayer  Plan  for 
Spiritual  Awakening  can  be 
found  at 

www.bmen.net/fnrayer.  Burton 
notes  that  the  churches  wanting 
to  continue  meeting  regularly 
to  mobilize  their  men  on  mis 
sion  can  use  die  weekly  BMEN 
Online  curriculum,  launched  in 
January  of  this  year. 


*■ 


The  Justice  Department  of  children  by  both  of  their  bio-  mental  right  to  marry  is  con-  efits  from  having  v*™* 
filed  its  first  brie#  mthar  case  logical  parents'  or  foat  the  gov-  fined  to  those  relahonships.  herevej  every  dajr,  «ng 

in  June  —  a  brief  that  was  emments  interest  in  response  In  fact,  the  Justice  models  ot  wnat  optn  a  man 

£«  saasg  Sa-jaar- 

aB*>*r^^of  sional  organizations  that  has  rejected  the  idea  that  kids  thers  procreation,  essential  to 
a  "Have  issued  policies  oppos-  do  best  in  homes  with  a  mar-  survival  of  the  human  race, 

e  ing restricttonsoTk  lesbianVnd  ried  mother  and  father,"  ADF  and  furthers  the  well-being  of 

■nt  eav  parenting  because  they  attorney  Brian  Raum  told  children  by  encouraging  fami- 
l  Sc£dS  bfsed  on  numer-  Baptist  Wss.  "They've  taken  lies  where  chfidren  are  rearec 
to  ous  studies,  that  children  the  precarious  decision  of  m  homes  headed  by  the  chil- 
on  raised  by  gay  and  lesbian  par-  defending  DOMA  while  at  "  *- 

does  not  suooort  DOMA  as  a  ents  are  as  likely  to  be  well-  the  same  time  claiming  that 
matter  of  policy  believes  that  it  adjusted  as  children  raised  by  it’s  ^  ’ 

is  discriminatory,  and  supports  heterosexual  parents.  ly  not  optimal  for  the  attorney 

*•  ninn  it  *  fhr  hrirf  ttitn  "  For  these  reasons,  the  who  is  defending  a  particular  — --  - —  u  , 

'Txfnsistent  with  the  rule  United  States  does  not  believe  law  to  concede  that  their  DOMA  and  for  the  marriage 
of  law  however,  the  that  DOMA  is  rationally  related  clients  believe  it's  bad  policy,  lawsajound  toe 
nonaftmpnt  tustice  has  to  anv  legitimate  government  I  think  that's  detrimental  to  The  state  has  a  legitimate 
toS  flowed  L^pr^ce  of  StelSts^  p^tSTand  the  case."  u  interest  in  promotingjmilies 

j  j.  federal  statutes  as  child-rearing  and  is  therefore  Raum  also  disagreed  with  where  kids  are  raised  with 

!£on  any  such  lh«  D.part&n,',  con-  both  tf«ir  mom  and  the,, 

8'  made  in  support  of  interest  to  defend  DOMA's  tentoon  that  "numerous  stud-  besaul;  . . . ,  _ 

'even  if  constitutionality."  ies"  support  same-sex  parent-  The  White  House  released  a 

lisaerees  The  department's  position  ing.  "mis  is  an  issue  that  is  statement  August  1 7  from 
particular  statute8 as  a  on  procreation  and  child-rear-  the  subject  of  ongoing  stud-  President  Obama  which  said, 
■  ing  has  frustrated  attorneys  ies,  but  there  are  studies  m  part.  While  we  work  with 
with  the  Alliance  Defense  which  indicate  that  kids  do  Congress  to  repeal  DOMA,  my 
Fund  (ADF),  which  is  an  best  in  an  environment  where  Administration  will  continue 
intervenor  in  the  case.  ADF  they  have  both  their  mother  to  examine  and  implement 
h£m!Ta  defer,*  of  dm  da-  aj  .he,  father.'  he  said.  measum.  dmt  w.llh.^ej.mod 

ditional  family  an  essential  "...[Same-sex  parenting]  is  rights  and  benefits  to  LC.B1 
part  of  its  briefs.  For  example,  a  social  experience  which  is  in  couples  i ^SLS^?S&Sage 
m  July  ADF  and  allied  attor-  its  infancy.  If  the  Defense  ot  Marriage 

neys  filed  a  brief  where  it  stat-  Raum  pointed  to  a  2006  Act  is  overturned,  then  all  5(! 
edf  in  part,  "This  inherently  ruling  by  the  State  of  New  states  could  be  forced  to  legal- 
ea'  Ft***  -<  mar-  York*s  highest  court  which  lze  same  sex  marriage.  The 

iite-sex  said,  "Intuition  and  experi-  case  is  titled.  Smelt  v.  Umtet 
fund*-  ence  suggest  that  a  child  oen-  States  of  America. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 
Following  weeks  of  criticism 
from  the  homosexual  commu¬ 
nity.  the  U.S,  , _ _  _ _  j 

Department  filed  a  legal  brief  community  because  it  made, 
August  17  arguing  that 
aren  do  not  necessarily  need  ativ-  ! 
a  mother  and  a  father  and  COMA, 
that  same-sex  households  are  the  ca 
equivalent  to  traditional  backs 
households  for  child-rearing.  those  a 
The  legal  brief,  perhaps  signific 

uwuv-llr,  was  filed  in  The  - 

defense  of  die  federal  Defense  argues  die  two  men  lack  stand 
Act  (DOMA),  ing  in  the  case.  "With  respect  t 


ironically,  was  fi 

CJi _ 

of  Mai 

,  althoui  | 

that  the  Obama  administra-  doi 
tion  believes  the  1996  law  is  ma 
“discriminatory"  and  it:  "sup-  i 
ports  its  repeal."  its 

DOMA,  as  it  is  often  called, 
gives  states  the  option  of  ban¬ 
ning  same  sex,  marriage  and 
prevents  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  from  recognizing  such 

re*iCs>die'i^it  time  the  Justice  can°be  made  in  support  of 
Department  has  stated  the  their  constitutionality  i  s  i 
administration's  opposition  the  Department  di 

to  DOMA,  although  U.S.  with  a  particular  statute  as  a 

President  Barack  Obama  has  policy  matter,  as  it  does  here, 
said  as  much  on  several  occa-  Obama  sa 
sions,  including  doing  so  2007 _  preside 

again  on  August 17.  that  he  oppos 

The  brief  was  filed  in  U.S.  repeated  that 
District  Court  in  California  in  sexual  leader 
reaction  to  a  lawsuit  by  a  WhiteHouse 
California  homosexual  cou-  [T]he  gove 
pie,  Arthur  Smelt  and  contend,"  th 

Christopher  Hammer,  who  brief  states, 

contend  they  are  married  and 
are  seeking  to  overturn  the 


Raum 


raising  couples,  and  thus 


First  person:  Help  teens  focus  on  summer  camp  experience 

By  Rtbcoalngnm  Powell  &S' Fecebol**or  tore  ^toJTwSl  cempmakea  leJ'cTSnoTsmbSrae  bS  breHfeaePthro«{' os.  Tllat  i 

Tbeosos.nwpmo.i^ll-  SSL?“'.°!TofSv^  2S 

wapri  liixyv  fwlimr  around  the  life  are  going  to  have  to  change,  desire  to  _ . i fieo  cniril  ciimmor  ramo.  Hilt  also  in  th 


warm  fuzzy  feeling  around  the  life  are  going  to 
campfire.  Telling - L* 

Souls  are  saved  and  hearts  pened 
are  transformed  every  summer  accour 
when  students  get  away  from  it  instrun 
all  and  spend  time  fo 
solely  on  worship  and 
study  —  but  what  haj 
after  those  teens  return  f 
Reality  hits  them  hard.  Siblings, 
jobs,  and  ungodly  friends  are 
right  where  they  left  for  m. 

As  a  parent,  how  do  you 
help  your  teenager  adjust  to  life 
after  camp?  Keep  the  camp 
fires  burning  by  encouraging 
accountability,  reminding  him 
of  foe  practical  fundamentals  of 
Christian  growth,  and  person¬ 
ally  encouraging  him  to  live 
out  life  in  the  valley  between 
those  mounta  intop  highs.  | 

Check  out  these  tips:  group 

own  c 

•  Go  global.  When  a  young  would 


istry  and  evangelism  efforts,  teens  keep  that  camp  reman 
Do  your  teens  know  how  to  and  make  good  on  the  life  they 
share  their  faith?  Capitalize  really  want  to  live,  foe  most 
on  foe  "God-high"  that  camp  important  thing  we  can  do  ts 
provides  to  nudge  them  out  show  them  our  own  surrendered 
of  their  comfort  zones  and  life  through  the  daily  disciplines 
a  •  Build  an  altar,  into  the  exciting  world  of  mis-  of  prayer  and  Bitne  study. 

S&ES&sdB  SrSKSK MS 


■sonal  encounters  with  God.  mission  fields, 
ter  returning  from  campy' 
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Back-to-Schcx>l 

Thank  you  for  your  financial  and  in-kind 
gifts  to  help  prepare  our  children  for  the 
new  school  year.  We  are  no  longer  col¬ 
lecting  school  supplies  because  school  is 
in  full  swing  and  we  sent  every  child  to 
school  fully  prepared  because  of  you.  We 
will  however  have  new  children  coming 
into  the  ministry  throughout  the  year  and 
we  will  need  to  purchase  school  uni- 
forrng,  backpacks  and  other  supplies  for 
them.  If  you  would  like  to  give  to  help 
this  project,  you  can  send  a  monetary  gift 
either  to  The  Baptist  Children's  Village, 
P.O.  Box  27,  Clinton  MS  39060-0027  or  on¬ 
line  at  Www.baptistch: ldrensvillage.com. 

Please  make  a  note  on  your  gift  that  it  is 
designated  for  Back-to-School.  We  will 
also  be  accepting  Wal-Mart  gift  cards  for 
this  project  We  thank  you  for  your  sup¬ 
port  of  Mississippi  children! 
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hyper  Crimea!  of  people:  'Do, 
not  judge,  or  you  too  will  be 
judged.  ]2]  For  in  the  same  way 
you  judge  others,  you  will  be 
judged,  and  with  the  measure 
you  use,  it  will  be  measured  to 
you"  (Matt.  7:1-2  NIV). 

Fight  die  urge  to  magnify  the 
physical,  mental  and  emotional 
defects  and  deficiencies  of  oth- 


•t 

'  J  ■  ■ 
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«  .  ' 
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Jonah  1:1-3, 1";  3:1-5,  10;  45-11 


IPH 

||*j 

f  3(Sp  i m  s^i 

3*3 

r*  IV  ^  iff vJriiinf  tT 

c  -  ■  n  i  ? 

SSS!S!S 

His  will  is 


ijBfc  e  >  e  «r~r*A *- .  -*i 

ii-.ii4nniii»:*4ui' 

I  challenged  my 
i  in  a  discipline  I 


*god  riddance  "  During  a 
re  delivered  from  Nahum 


which  portrayed  God  as  a  jeal¬ 
ous  and  avenging  God,  each 
person  was  given  a  card  con¬ 
taining  five  blanks.  The  direc¬ 
tions  were  simple:  identify  any 


any  god,  etc.,  that  the  Lord  maw 
view  as  a  rival  to  Him.  Over  200 
were  identified. 

Junes  reminds  us  in  the  les¬ 
son  this  week  that  Christians 
must  be  careful  not  to  let  their 
hearts  drift  and  shift  away  from 
God  via  the  allure  of  the  world. 
Conformity  to  das  world  brings 
deformity  in  the  heart  of  a 
Christian.  It  also  makes  us  spiri¬ 
tual  adulteresses  and  adulterers 


Reject  Worldly  Behavior 
”,  (James  4:1-5) 

Someone  has  said  that  die 


believers  fussing  and  Bi 
fighting  living  a  double 
life  arbehaving  mother  ways 
inconsistent  with  Christianity, 
often  they  get  turned  off  and 
tuned  but  to  *e  prospects  of 
coming  to  Christ 

James  audaciously  diag¬ 
nosed  the  root  of  the  problem 
that  was  causing  turmoil  and 
chaos  among  nis  Christian 
audience:  sen-centered  wants 
and  wishes  morphing  into 
ungodly  deeds  such  as  fighting 
ana  quarreling.  He  mandated 
an  immediate  halt  to  such 
activity  and  prescribed  humili¬ 
ty  as  an  antidote. 

Unfortunately  today,  many 
of  our  churches  have  become 
impotent  in  bearing  spiritual 
offspring  largely  dire  to  die  dis¬ 
unity  and  discord  that  exists 
between  members.  Christians 


matt  bearers  of  Christ  not 
stumbling  blocks. 
Draw  Near  To  God 
(James  45-10) 

James  toadies  that  God  is 
absolutely  drawn  to  humility 


absolutely  drawn  to  humility 
like  a  moth  to  a  light.  But  He 
is  likewise  repulsed  at  any  hint 


of  pride  or  self-righteousness 
in  the  human  heart.  Anyone 
who  would  come  to  Goa  for 
help  will  be  helped.  Jesus  said, 
"Ask  and  it  will  be  given  to 
you;  seek  and  you  will  find; 
knock  and  the  door  will  be 
opened  to  you"  (Matt  7:7 
MV).  God  always  responds 
favorably  to  the  broken-heart¬ 
ed  but  resists  strongly  and 
quickly  die  stubborn. 

Do  you  live  under  the 
Lordship  oi  Christ  daily?  Do 
you  practice  the  presence  of 
God?  Are  you  sensitive  to  per- 


ness,  but  a  better  word  for  it 
may  be  judgment. 

James  reminds  us  that  God 
is  die  only  one  qualified  to  ren¬ 
der  a  correct  assessment  of  a 
person,  and  He  will  do  so  at 
die  appropriate  time. 
Therefore,  our  duty  today  is 
not  to  label  but  to  love.  In  other 
words  we  need  to  practice  lov¬ 
ing  more  and  judging  less. 


every  decision  you  face.  If  we  fail 
to  consult  Hun,  we  may  insult 
Him.  Christians  should  turn  all 
cares  into  prayers:  "Cast  all  your 
anxiety  cm  him  because  he  cares 
for  you"  (1  Peter  5:7  NIV).  Our 
ambitions  and  ^goals  in  life 
should  reflect  die  cause  of  Christ 
Jesus  said,  "But  seek  first  his 
kingdom  and  his  righteousness, 


requires  that  we  give  the  Lord 
total  access  to  all  areas  of  our 
lives,  not  just  partial  or  limited. 
We  live  and  breathe  today  to 
bring  God  ‘  pleasure.  Therefore, 
let  us  be  about  building  GcxTs 
kingdom,  not  our  personal  cas¬ 
tles. 


Burnett  is  pastor  of 
Ponte  Otunh,  Hattiesburg. 
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Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

*  All  iMM  a 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of 

? IteSStsdSl'the  tl^Sone 

may  be  submitted  electronically 
0  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
fined  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e* 


ms  prow 
is  must  b 
Rite  aoee 


to  increasing  virus  threats, 
tacbmeofs  will  be  accepted 

i  attachments  are  permissible. 


please  make  articles  concise,  include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persons 

address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  may  be  odor  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  rtgital  printouts  are 

net  reproducible.  Digital  photos  mey  be  used  # 


submated  as  a  5*6Q  Bs  via  either  (a)  e-mail, 
(b)  three-and-a-half  inch  frwpy  disk,  or  (c)  CO. 
Photos  must  be  dear,  she**  and  weHightea. 
Celt  phone  photographs  told  other  low  resolu¬ 
tion  items  are  generally  not  pubBshabte. 
Photographs  can  no!  be  returned.  Pleeee 
do  not  attach  photo®  with  tape  or  staples 


AX  news  Hems  are  subject  to  edtong,  and 
aR  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land- 
seme-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wiX  be  printed.  News  terns  and/or  pho 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  terns  andtor  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  wHinotbe  published.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
reguested  publication  date 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  arte  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson  MS 
39205-0630.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail 
bapttetrecortembcb.org. 
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